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Volume III, Issue IV

University of Northern Iowa

Fiber Optics Pilot Testing
Off to a Great Start
As university educators of future teachers, we must
consider the use of every resource available to enhance
curricula in order to provide the best educational opportunities
for our students. Changes which are impacting our education
and economic system these days lend a certain urgency to
these efforts. Fewer teachers, a reduced budget and a changing student population are but a few of the reasons prompting
us to look at alternative methods of delivering instruction in
the '90s.
The investigation of one such method is currently being
pilot-tested at Malcolm Price Laboratory School. It is the
culmination of diligent planning, installation and preliminary
testing of a fiber optics link between Malcolm Price Laboratory School (MPLS) and the Schindler Education Center
(SEC). This link can be used for audio, video (television), and
data (computer) communication. The primary interest is the
ability to originate live broadcasts that link a Price Lab
classroom with a university class.
The pilot testing this semester involves 10 live transmissions. The purpose of the transmissions is to collect data in
five categories concerning the: 1) staff and training program
required, 2) interest from UNI teacher education faculty and
students, 3) collaboration facilitated between MPLS and the
SEC, 4) development of policies and procedures and a training
manual, and 5) future of the project.
The system at MPLS consists of a mobile switching unit
and two cameras which facilitate the origination of a live
transmission from virtually any room in the building. Audio
and video data are transmitted via fiber to the SEC switching
center in the Educational Media Center's Television Services
office and then to the SEC classrooms for faculty and student
observation over television monitors. Following the transmission of the lesson, UNI students have an opportunity to
interact via speaker phone with the MPLS faculty.
In addition to providing a means of simultaneous observation and immediate debriefing with a university class in the
SEC, some interesting advantages have emerged. The medium is proving to be quite powerful in terms of the visual and
audio features it is able to capture and transmit. For example,
the cameras can show close-up shots and the microphones can
record conversations that might not otherwise be heard by

December 1992 & January 1993

observers sitting in the back of the MPLS classroom. Faculty
at both sites are developing stronger professional relationships as a result of the pre-planning meetings and collaboration and the UNI students are being exposed to various
teaching methodologies, instructional practices and classroom management techniques. They are also being exposed
to the communication technology that will soon involve every
school in the state when the Iowa Communications Fibre
Optics Network is completed.
At that time, provided the staffing needs are met, MPLS
will be in a prime position to broaden the scope of this project
by offering distance education courses, in-service programs,
conferences, seminars, and other transmissions to Iowa's
schools and other educational organizations on a regional,
national and even global basis.
Persons interested in more information on this project
should contact either Terri McDonald, Fiber Optics Coordinator (319) 273-3076 or Lynn Dykstra, AV Director (319)
273-2575, at Malcolm Price Laboratory School's Audio Visual Center.

Labels for Learning
Fleagle Foods has begun a "Labels for Leaming" fundraising program that area schools can participate in. Price Lab
PTP has decided to take advantage of this fund-raiser.
Therefore, we are asking families to cut out the UPC code
from any "Our Family" brand products you might purchase at
Fleagles or Midtown Foods, save them and periodically send
them to school with your child to deposit in the "school bus"
that is set up in the lobby by the auditorium.
When we collect 500 labels, the PTP will turn them in to
Fleagles and receive a check for $25 .00 ($. 05 per label). They
will pay us for as many increments of 500 labels we can collect
until the end of the school year. The money we earn will be
used along with our carnival profit to purchase equipment or
whatever our classrooms are in need of.
You might ask your neighbors, college students, friends
and family to help you collect these labels to benefit our
school. The bus is in place, so let's start filling it with Fleagle
labels! Thank you for your support.

Multicultural Education

Free Tax Deductions!!!

by Victoria Robinson

Look at all the electronic stuff around the house that you
don't use anymore. Don't throw it away - donate it to Price
Laboratory School. Weare interested in WORKING computers, VCRs, TVs, camcorders, cameras, tape recorders, speakers, electronic keyboards or ??? You might even consider
accessories like previously used diskettes (5 1/4" or 3 1/2"), .
video tapes, or audio tapes. Please contact Leigh Zeitz at 2735890.

The Code of Iowa states, "The state board shall adopt
rules to require that a multicultural, nonsexist approach is used
by all school districts. The educational program shall be
taught from a multicultural, nonsexist approach." This requirement has roots in the democratic ideals of equality and
justice. A need to incorporate multicultural education has
risen in part from a demographic transition and an economic
reality. Over one third of the population in the United States
will not be white by the year 2000. The United States
economy is increasingly based on a global economics model.
State law, philosophical roots, and current need all provide
support for multicultural education. Yet multicultural education is often misunderstood or not understood at all.
Multicultural education is not a separate class or a two
week unit. The purpose is not to replace or deny existing
curriculum. Social Studies and foreign language teachers are
not the only teachers who expose students to other cultures.
Multicultural education is a continuous, integrated, multiethnic, multi-disciplinary process for educating all students
about diversity.
While incorporating diversity in the class, teachers recognize two critical aspects of their student. A citizen student
and an inner student combine to create the whole student By
learning about other cultures, the citizen student develops
respect for and an understanding of diverse people around the
world and within the United States. Respect and understanding are essential foundations for harmony, cooperation, and
progress.
While the citizen in the student is learning citizenship
skills, the inner student is gaining valuable insights. A parallel
can be drawn from the statement, "It is in giving that we
receive." For it is in learning about others that we learn about
ourselves. The inner student has a great opportunity to reflect
on his or herown beliefs, values, customs, and behaviors when
provided with an expanded base of knowledge through multicultural education.
Multicultural education appears to have a complex mission. However, perhaps the complexity can be summed up in
eight words. Different is not bad, it is just different.

Christmas Gift Ideas
N.U. sweatshirts, t-shirts and shorts are still available from PTP. We have several large youth for those
younger members of the family and a variety of other
sizes. Prices are: sweatshirts - $18 adult, $17 youth; tshirts and shorts - $10 adult, $9 youth. This is one of
PTP's fund-raisers. Thank you to those who have
already supported this.

UNI Instructor Receives
Sperati A~ard
The Dr. Carlo A. Sperati Award was presented by Luther
College to Mr. Leonard Upham at the college's Homecoming
Concert, Sunday, October 18. Mr. Upham is a clinical
instructor in instrumental music at the Malcolm Price Laboratory School, University of Northern Iowa.
The name of Dr. Carlo A. Sperati is highly revered at
Luther College. As director of the Luther College Concert
Band from 1905 to 1945, Dr. Sperati established a legacy in
the field of instrumental music second to none. In the spirit of
this great man, Luther College annually presents an award to
an alumnus who has a brilliant career in the field of instrumental music.
In making the presentation, Professor Weston Noble of
the Luther Music Department cited Mr. Upham's excellence
in teaching, service to the field of instrumental music education through professional organizations and publications, and
his desire to continue to grow academically.
After earning his B.A. degree in Instrumental Music
Education from Luther College in 1962, Mr. Upham returned
to his hometown of New Hampton where he taught for 3 years.
He entered graduate school at the University of Iowa in 1965,
receiving his Master of Arts degree in Music from that
institution in 1966. He taught at the Howard-Winneshiek
Schools in Cresco from 1966 to 1975. During some of those
years, he served as adjunct instructor in instrumental music
education at Luther College. From 1975 until 1989, Mr.
Upham was director of bands at Nashua Junior-Senior High
School in Nashua, Iowa. He has served the University of
Northern Iowa at the Laboratory School since 1989.
In addition to his teaching and music department chairperson responsibilities, Mr. Upham is a doctoral candidate in
the UNI College of Education. Mr. Upham is presently the
president of the Northeast Iowa Bandmasters Association and
treasurer of the state Iowa Bandmasters Association. He has
been active as an instrumental music curriculum consultant
for projects at the Area Education Agency 7 in Cedar Falls, the
Heartland Area Education Agency near Des Moines, and the
Iowa Department of Education.
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~Decelllber 1992
PLS Breakfast and Lunch Menus

TUESDAY

MONDAY
Cereal Choice offered
every morning.
Juice or fresh fruit every
morning.
All meals include milk.
Lunches include Salad
Bar.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Dec.1
French Toast

Dec. 2
Raisin Bread Toast

Dec.3
Fruit Strudel Stick

Dec.4
Toast/Jelly

Taco Casserole
Nachos
Peaches
Brownie

Hamburger
Com
Fruit Cocktail
Chocolate Chip Bar

Chicken Nuggets
Broccoli/Cheese Sauce
Buttered Bread
Diced Pears

HotDog
French Fries
Fresh Fruit

Dec. 7
English Muffin

Dec. 8
Scrambled Egg/Sausage

Dec.9
Toast/Peanut Butter

Dec.10
Waffle

Dec.11
Toast/Jelly

Baked Potato/
Topping Choice
Peanut Butter Sandwich
Applesauce

Chicken Patty on Bun
Mixed Vegetables
Diced Pears
Pumpkin Bar

Spaghetti
Garlic Toast
Green Beans
Peaches

Toasted Cheese
Sandwich
Chicken Noodloops
Soup
Fresh Fruit

Beef'n Bean
Burrito
Applesauce
Cookie

Dec.14
Breakfast Bar

Dec.15
Raisin Bread Toast

Dec.16
Toast/Jelly

Dec.17
English Muffin

Dec.18
Fruit Strudel Stick

Chili Roll
Cinnamon
Diced Pears

Corn Dog
Peas
Peaches
Pudding

Lasagna
Cole Slaw
Apple Sauce
Com Bread

Hot Ham 'n
Cheese/Bun
Sweet Potatoes
Pineapple Chunks

Sloppy Joe
Hamburger
French Fries
Fresh Fruit

Dec. 21

Dec. 22

Dec. 23

Dec. 24

Dec. 25

No &hool - Winter Vacation
9-lappy
....________________...---_ _ _ _____. 9-lolidays!
Dec. 28

Dec. 29

Dec. 30

Dec. 31

No &hool - Winter Vacation

9-lappy
L--------------,.-------.--------------.---' :fifew ]ear!

January 1993 ~
~

PLS Breakfast and Lunch Menus

~.____.. . . ,__,._____.

.Ll..

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
Jan.1
No School

Cereal Choice offered every morning.
Juice or fresh fruit every morning.
All meals include milk.
Lunches include Salad Bar.

....................

Iiappy
New Year!

Jan.4

Jan.5

Jan.6

Jan.7

Jan.8

Breakfast Bar

Toast/Jelly

English Muffin

Fruit Strudel Stick

French Toast

....................

....................

Hot Dog
French Fries
Fresh Fruit

BBQ'dPork
Sandwich
Baked Beans
Pears
Cookie

Jan.11

I

....................

....................

Baked Potato/
Topping Choice
Peanut Butter Sandwich
Applesauce

Pizza Sub Sandwich
Peas & Carrots
Peaches
Pudding

Taco Casserole
Broccoli
Buttered Bread
Fruit Cocktail
Chocolate Chip Bar

Jan.12

Jan.13

Jan.14

Jan.ls

Toast/Jelly

Raisin Bread Toast

English Muffin

Toast

Toast

....................

....................

....................

....................

Hamburger
Cheesy Hashbrowns
Fresh Fruit

Hot Turkey Sandwich
Mashed Potatoes &
Gravy
Peaches
Cookie

····················

Hot Ham 'n Cheese
Sandwich
Green Beans
Fresh Fruit

Spaghetti
Garlic Toast
Cole Slaw
Diced Pears

Baked Chicken
French Fries
Peanut Butter
Sandwich
Fruited Jello

Jan.20

Jan.21

Jan.22

Toast

Waffle

English Muffin

····················

--

Jan.18

Jan.19

Toast

Fruit Strudel Stick

....................

....................

....................

....................

....................

Taco Salad
Com Bread
Peaches

Com Dog
Baked Beans
Fresh Fruit
Cookie

Toasted Cheese
Sandwich
Chicken Noodle Soup
Carrot Sticks
Fruit Cocktail

Lasagna
Buttered Bread
Green Peas
Applesauce

Beef 'n Bean
Burrito
Vegetable Sticks
Fresh Fruit
Bar Cookie

I

Jan.25

Jan.26

Jan.27

Jan.28

Jan.29

Raisin Bread Toast

Breakfast Bar

English Muffin

Toast/Jelly

Fruit Strudel Stick

....................
Sloppy Joe
Hamburger
French Fries
Fresh Fruit

Chicken Nuggets
Potato Salad
Diced Peaches
Brownie

....................

....................

....................

Tator Tot Casserole
Carrots
Buttered Bread
Applesauce

Pork Tenderloin
Sandwich
Com
Fresh Fruit
Rice Krispie Bar

Turkey/Noodles
Green Beans
Peanut Butter Sandwich
Fruit Cocktail

....................

I

December 1992
Malcolm Price Laboratory School Calendar
MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

1
6:30pm GBB at Dunkerton

3: 15pm Spring Play Aud

(NN)

6:45pm Spring Play Aud

6

7
6:30pm FIS BB Denver (GH,B-n

8

5

3: 15pm Spring Play Aud
6:45pm -8:00PM Chamber
Orchestra
7: 15pm - 8: 15pm Chamber
Choir
8:00pm -9: 15PM Jazz Band

Winter Kick-Off (Sloppy Joe
Supper) & Booster Mtg
JH Dance
6:30pm BBB Vinton (NN)

NEIBA Honor Band @
Oelwein
9:00am FIS BB Hudson (GT, B-H)
9:00am BSW Newton Inv
6:30pm GBB Janesville
(JVN)

10

11

12

6:00pm -9:00pm Faculty/
Staff Christmas Dinner
6:30pm FIS BB Apl/Park
(G-H,B-Park)

6:45pm -8:00PM Chamber
Orchestra
7: 15pm - 8: 15pm Chamber
Choir
8:00pm -9: 15PM Jazz Band

4:00pm JH BB Denver (GT,B-H)
6:30pm BB Ack/Gen

BSW CF Inv
9:00am FIS B BB Grundy
Center (Boys only - Here)
11:15am FIS Girls
Basketball Union
6:30pm BB Apl/Park

16

17

18

19

7:15pm - 8:15pm Chamber
Choir

6:30pm BB Glad/Rein at
Reinbeck

13

14

15

Victorian Christmas

Victorian Christmas
4:00pm JH BB Apl/Park
(G-Apl,B-H)

27

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

4

3

8:00am -1 :OOPM Middle
School B,Orch,C Field
Trip
4:00pm JH BB NH/Dike
(G-H,B-NH)
6:30pm BB at Hub/Rad

Victorian Christmas

20

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

2

9

21

22

23

24

25

WINTER BREAK

WINTER BREAK
6:30pm BB Denver

WINTER BREAK

WINTER BREAK

WINTER BREAK

7: 15pm - 8: 15pm Chamber
Choir

28

29

30

31

WINTER BREAK

WINTER BREAK

WINTER BREAK

WINTER BREAK

26

CHRISTMAS

7: 15pm - 8: 15pm Chamber
Choir

11/24/1992

January 1993
Malcolm Price Laboratory School Calendar
MONDAY

SUNDAY

3

4

TUESDAY

5

Classes Reswnes

6:30pm BB at Union

10

11

12

Dorian Vocal Festival @
Luther

Dorian Vocal Festival @
Luther
6:30am FIS BB Union (GLaPorte ,B-H)

4:00pm JH BB Grundy
Center (G-GC,B-H)
6:30pm BB N. Tama

18

19

MARTIN LUTHER
KING'S BIRTHDAY
2:00pm -3:00 Elementary
Assembly in Aud
6:30pm FIS BB Hudson (GH,B-n

4:00pm JH BB Hudson (GH,B-n
6:30pm BB Apl/Park at
Parkersburg

17

24

25
Conference Vocal Fest@
Denver

26
6:30pm FIS BB Denver (GT,B-H)

WEDNESDAY

6

THURSDAY

7
6:45pm -8:00PM Chamber
Orchestra
7: 15pm -8: lSPM Chamb
Clair
8:00pm -9: lSPM Jazz Band

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

1

2

NEW YEAR'S DAY
WINTER BREAK

WINTER BREAK

8

9

6:30pm BB Dike/NH at
Dike

9:00am FIS BB Dike/NH
(G-Dike, B-H)
9:00am BSW W WatCl'loo
Inv al Central

14

15

16

End of 2nd Quarter
6:45pm -8:00PM Chamber
Orchestra
7: 15pm -8: 15PM Chamb
Cboir
8:00pm -9: 15PM Jazz Band

January Bluea Dance (After
BB Games)
5:00pm BSW al Vinton

9:00am FIS BB N Tama

20

21

22

GfR Practice Begins
8:00am -8:50AM GRADE
10 CLASS MTG

5:00pm BSW W Waterloo Inv
at Ccnlral
6:45pm -8:00PM Chamber
Orchestra
7:15pm -8:lSPM Cbamb Choir
8 :OOpm -9: lSPM Jazz Band

27

28

13

5:00pm BSW Cedar Falls
7: 15pm -8: lSPM Chamb
Cboir
7:30pm Concert

(G-Traer ,B-H)

6:30pm BB Hudson

4:00pm JH BB Denver (GH,B-n
6:30pm BB Glad/Reinbeck

29
6:30pm BB at Denver

23
1:00pm Variety Show
Auditions

30
Swing Choir Jazz Band 2A
Contest
I :OOpm Variety Show
Auditiona

31

11/11/1992

Victorian ChristIDas 1992
The music and drama students at N.U. High are busy
preparing for the Victorian Christmas Event 1992. Performances will be held in the Maucker Union Expansion on
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, December 13, 14, and 15.
Northern University High School talces great pleasure in
inviting you to a veritable Christmas treat--a Victorian celebration--complete with candlelight, and wonderfully delectable food prepared and served by the University Dining
Service.
Your hosts will be the N.U.H.S. Chamber Choir, Chamber Orchestra, Instrumental Ensembles and Dramatic Performers who will sing, play, and recite for you some of the
beautiful music and appropriate literature of the period. We
would be delighted to have you join us for a time of genuine
enjoyment in the UNI Maucker Union Expansion.
The Sunday matinee performance will begin at 2:00 p.m.
and will be a dessert only performance. White Chocolate
Cheesecake and beverage choice will be on the menu. Cost is
$9.75 per person.
The Monday and Tuesday evening performances will
begin at 6:00 p.m. and will feature a full-course dinner:
Boston Salad
Whole Grain Roll
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Buttered Fettucine
\
Sugar Snap Peas
White Chocolate Cheesecake
Beverage
The cost is $18.75 per person. Valet parking will be
provided at all three performances by N.U. Booster Club
members.
For ticket information, please call 273-604 7.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
••
Dear Santa:
I already have my two front teeth, but if you would •
•
tell my parents that I sure would like some NU Sportswear I would be very happy. They have different styles
of sweatshirts, baseball shirts and shorts on sale in
Coach Waack's office. All they have to do is go see
Coach Waack or his secretary, Terry Ketter.
I hope this reaches you in time for Christmas.

•
:
•
:
•
:

•

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Elementary l\lusic Assembly
The elementary music groups--choir, orchestra, and band-will be presenting an in-school assembly concert on Friday
morning, December 4, beginning at 8:40 a.m. The program
will last approximately one-half hour. The students will be
performing for all of the elementary student body plus any
parents, grandparents, or friends who are able to attend. This
is an opportunity for the students to perform the music that
they have been rehearsing since school started.

Middle School Music
Groups on Field Trips
The middle school music groups--choir, orchestra, and
band--will be presenting concerts in Janesville and the Cedar
Falls Lutheran Home on the morning of Tuesday, December
8, 1992. In Janesville, the N.U. students will be performing
for the elementary and middle school students. This is an
opportunity for the students to perform the music they have
been preparing since school started and also spread some
good-will to our neighboring school district and some of the
elderly in the Cedar Falls community. The students will eat at
Mc Donalds or Hardees before returning to classes at 1:00 p .m.
that day.

Collllllunication is NUIDber 1
The most important line of communication at Price
Laboratory School is and has been the open door/ open line
one-on-one conversations held between parent, pupil and
teacher. Unlike most other schools in Iowa, our faculty and
staff each have their own phone and therefore may be accessed
directly by parents and pupils. A copy of the Faculty/Staff
Directory was printed in the October newsletter for you to
remove and refer to as needed. Parents, please feel free to call
our faculty and staff directly with your questions and concerns or to schedule an individual conference.

Iowa's Director
of Education Tali.es
TiIDe to Visit PLS
Dr. William Lepley, the Director of Education for the
State of Iowa, toured Price Laboratory School on Thursday,
November 6. From the minute he arrived he was in constant
conversations with students, staff, faculty and administrators.
Time was provided for a tour of PLS. During the tour he
viewed the Early Childhood Center, discussed the use of
technology in the classroom, observed a fiber optics transmittal of a Math class to a University class, and listened to
exciting proposals by PLS Faculty .
Time didn't stop- and neither did Dr. Lepley as he visited
with students and faculty. Even during the school lunch of
corn dogs, Dr. Lepley continued to ask questions and to share
new ideas and timelines.
PLS was ticking with excitement. Actually just another
day for us. But Dr. Lepley was able to watch T.I.M.E.
(Teaching In Marvelous Environments) at PLS.
In just a few hours, Dr. Lepley was able to tour the only
Laboratory school in the state of Iowa. PLS has not only
survived the test of time - but is on careful watch for the year
2000.

Haw-keye Tech Offers
New- PrograID
ff you want to make some changes in your life, but you're
not sure which way to go, then tum to New Directions, a
program sponsored by Hawkeye Tech.
New Directions is a program for single parents, single
pregnant women, and displaced homemakers.
A displaced homemaker is someone who must go out and
find employment after years of working in the home.
New Directions offers services such as career advising,
special programs, personal growth workshops, personal counseling, and funding for classes.
ff you have any questions concerning the New Directions
program, or if you feel that you can benefit from the services
that we offer, give us a call at the Hawkeye Tech Success
Center at 234-5745 - ask for Carolyn or Judy.

FroID the Health Office
by Lynn Glackin, UNI Senior
Everyone likes to eat. Food is a wonderful item to
experiment with, and teach with. Yet, we must be sure to make
healthy food choices. Snacks play a very important role in our
daily diet, in that they give us the energy needed to help us last
until the next meal. It is not unusual here at Price Lab School
for students of the lower elementary level to bring treats into
the classroom. Although we encourage this, we also thought
we would share some creative ideas.
Fruits and vegetables are always good. Try dressing them
up to make them look appealing. Cut them so they have a
serrated edge. Kids love to eat foods with a unique appearance. Plain yogurt and cheeses also make great snacks. Add
some crackers or meat selections to the cheese and it will be
a big hit. Nuts and seeds are another choice. Something like
this the kids can eat with their fingers and fit several in their
hands at one time.
Here is a quick and easy recipe kids love to eat and can
even mix themselves:

Glop
Take nuts, raisins, popcorn, butterscotch chips (or other
flavors), cheerios (or other dry, non-sweetened cereal), and
mix them all together in a large bowl. It creates a unique flavor
and gives a wide variety of food choices within one snack.
Remember, we are what we eat, so lets try to help our
students choose healthy foods in their daily diets.

Special Notice:
The NUHS Winter Kick-Off Sloppy Joe Dinner
and Booster meeting will be December 4th at 5:30.

Celebrate Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
January 18, 1993
On Monday, January 18, 1993, the Elementary Student
Council will host a special observance at 2:00 p.m. in Butzier
Auditorium celebrating the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Dr. Gloria Kirkland Holmes, PLS Nursery/Kindergarten
teacher, will speak on "Why the Dream Needs to be Kept
Alive". The program will also include a variety of presentations by elementary students. Parents, please plan to attend.

EleIDentary lnservice
Meetings
The elementary inservice meetings scheduled this year
have been a great success. On the following dates, there will
be no school both in the morning and the afternoon to accommodate the remaining inservice sessions:
December 8
Teaching skills in the integrated language arts program
January 28
Assessing the growth of students and
creating portfolios of student work
Integrating language arts into the elFebruary 22
ementary curriculum
Thank you for your support in this endeavor. The faculty
has found this time to be an invaluable resource in continuing
the development of an exemplary elementary program.

Highlights of Fall
Activity PrograID
The Fall Activity Program has come to and end with
many special highlights that you need to be made aware of.
1. All NICL Academic Honors went to twenty juniors
and seniors. These individuals have maintained a
3.33 or above G.P.A. during there busy time at
school and competing in activities.
2. Andy Laio, a ninth grade student, was accepted into
the All-State Orchestra Festival. Six other students
were accepted into the Iowa Honors Orchestra.
3. Twelve athletes received NICL All-Conference recognition at the conclusion of the athletic season.
4. The cast of "You Can't Take it with You" provided
two excellent performances in early November.
These young men and women continue to uphold the
strong tradition of an excellent activity program at N.U.H.S.

Opening a Linguistic and Cultural

Windo-w on the World
by Argelia Colon de Hawley
The faculty and administration of the Malcolm Price
Laboratory School--like those Americans to whom President
Abraham Lincoln referred in his Gettysburg Address--are
dedicated to the proposition that all men and women are
created equal, with certain inalienable rights that we must
respect and defend, and which our students must learn to
respect and defend also. In our efforts to apply this principle
daybydayinourclasses, wecarefullyandcheerfullytakenote
of the federal, state and university rules, guidelines and
policies that we are constrained to follow, as well as those of
Price Lab itself. At the same time, we are very much aware
that our goal is to create, in our own small world, an ambience
where such respect derives not from rules, but from a natural
appreciation of another's worth and dignity, regardless of
individual, cultural, linguistic, ethnic, racial and sexual differences.
NOVICIADAS, the oral proficiency-based program developed here at Price Lab, gives us not only the opportunity to
learn the basic vocabulary and structure of the language, but
also to undertake a cultural exploration.
Many cultural elements are built into our proficiency
units. When we learn how to talk about the weather, for
example, the children also discover something about the
Spanish-speaking world (a linguistic and cultural empire on
which the sun has never set). Along with vocabulary and
structure, they find out that, while many Spanish-speaking
nations are tropical or sub-tropical, snow falls in the mountains of northern Spain and that southern Argentina and Chile
are lands of snow and ice because of their proximity to
Antarctica. They also must learn to give the temperature
according to centigrade thermometer, used now by almost all
countries except ours.
One of the frustrations experienced by Hispanics in the
United States is the tendency of Anglo-Americans to confuse
~ur diverse cultures. How well I remember my own exasperation, as a freshman student at the University of Nebraska at
Kearney, newly arrived from Puerto Rico, with the sympathetic or joking remarks of classmates about how I must miss
my tacos and tortillas. To Puerto Ricans, of course, as to
Spaniards, Cubans, Argentinians, Chileans and most other
Spanish-speakers, these foods are unknown; we sample them
for the first time when we come to the United States. (The
Spaniards are especially vulnerable because they also have
their own tortilla--a kind of omelette-and for them a taco is an
off-color remark.)
In our unit on foods, we sort these things out, we cook and
sample the dishes of several Spanish-speaking countries, and
we write our own cookbook with recipes supplied by the
children.
When we learn how to tell time in Spanish, and the
children are asked about meal times, they must not only know
how to say this in Spanish, but also remember that Spaniards
sit down to dinner at two or three o'clock with various courses
of soup, fish and meat, and have supper at ten or eleven. This

contrasts with very different customs in Spanish America.
Upon completing a unit, the children are admitted--in an
appropriately elaborate ceremony--to the corresponding pefia.
The mm.a--a kind of lodge or club--is very popular in Spain,
and it is through these that much of our ancientculture--music
song, dances, dress--is preserved.
'
In addition to the cultural activities integrated into the
NOVICIADAS units, we have special activities and celebrations oriented primarily toward culture.
When a birthday comes, each girl receives a Spanish
"kiss", the universal greeting in most Spanish-speaking countries when women greet friends of their own sex or men whom
they consider to be intimate friends. This is a very innocuous
gesture in which cheek touches cheek while the lips blow a
kiss into the air. The students learn that the form varies from
country to country, with the Spanish "kissing" both cheeks
and the Spanish Americans only one. The boys learn to give
the courtly "kiss" on the hand--a custom that still survives in
this modern world--in which the lips only approach and never
actually touch the girl's skin. And of course we sing
"Cumpleaflos Feliz". For other festive occasions we note the
difference between the Spanish and the Mexican pifiata,
making both kinds. In this way the children learn the Hispanics like other peoples of the world, differ one from another in
their customs and traditions, without those differences signaling a greater or lesser degree of respect.
Sometimes in our search for dignity for everyone, we
forget the questions of age, except perhaps for the eldest
among us. The children, however, are very conscious of
another kind of age-discrimination: that directed toward those
who are younger. In our Spanish classes at the Price Lab
Elementary School, we deal with this through a program
called Amigos del castellano. Here upper elementary amigos
work with lower elementary and kindergarten amiguitos.
They help the younger children to develop their Spanish
language skills and become familiar with another culture
while in the process they themselves learn responsibility and
respect for those who are smaller, weaker and less know ledgeable about the world.
Other occasions offer the opportunity for other experiences; we celebrate Pan American Week and Foreign Language Week, and learn from University student guests about
their countries.
Then, near the end of each year, we have El Rastro, a flea
market organized by a committee of mothers and fathers who
are ably assisted by the Fifth and Sixth Graders. The children
trade in the "points" they have earned during the year for
Spanish pesetas or Mexican pesos or the currency of some
other Spanish-speaking country, and with these purchase
?~nat~ articles. ~he whole elementary school community
Joms m to make this a day of fun and learning experiences.
Neither these nor our other activities--such as our fiesta
de amistad (celebration of friendship) in which the amigos
prepare Spanish tapas for their small amiguitos, and for the
parents and grandparents of both amigos and amiguitos-could succeed without the cooperation of the entire community: administration, teachers, parents and students. It is this
spirit of cooperation and exploration, of mutual respect and
consideration, that characterizes our school, and that opens
this window on the world for our students.

NCA Accreditation
in Spring
The entire faculty and staff of PLS are carefully examining all aspects of the grades NK-12 school program in preparation for the March 2, 3, 4 North Central Association accreditation visit. Northern University High School has been NCAaccredited since 1975 (the first elementary school in Iowa to
be accredited). The process consists of a self-study conducted
by faculty and staff of all facets of the school program.
Following preparation of the self-study documents, a team of
educators from throughout the state will spend three days with
us comparing our goals, objectives, philosophy and mission,
and our self-study analysis of where we believe we are with
their observations of a more objective nature.
We have developed a self-study and accreditation process that is uniquely our own, following the suggestions
provided by the North Central Association for "unit" schools.
A four person steering committee consisting of Dianna Briggs,
Annette Swann, Denise Tallakson, and John Tarr have developed subcommittees in the collection and analysis of information that will provide the basis for a complete description of
what we believe and what we do at Price Laboratory School.

The subcommittees are completing their work which will be
edited and sent to the two external chairs who are guiding our
NCA process: Les Huth of Wartburg College and Doug
Buchanan of the West Des Moines Community School District. Dr. Huth and Dr. Buchanan are composing a team of
educators, many recommended by PLS faculty, who will use
the self-study document during their visit this spring.
Parents and students will be involved in several activities
of the NCA accreditation process. Some have already responded to surveys and questionnaires soliciting opinions on
school programs. Other parents and students will be asked to
talk with visiting team members in March. In all areas,
honesty and candor are needed. If the NCA process is to be a
constructive one, objective opinions and observations are
necessary.
The NCA Accreditation is far more than a simple checkoff that is repeated periodically. The results, in the form of
commendations and recommendations, will be used as an
integral part of our school improvement planning process.
The opportunity for an expert panel's observations and recommendations is too valuable to ignore in our on-going and
cyclical efforts which characterize our school improvement
process.
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